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The fall of their leader, their heavy loss, and their in-
ability to touch ns determined the enemy to retire. I took
up my wounded and retreated unpursued. In this deplor-
able affair my regiment lost an officer and nine troopers
killed and thirteen prisoners, among the latter Lieutenant
Marechal. The loss of these twenty-three men grieved me
the more that it was needless, and fell entirely on the bravest
men of the regiment, most of whom were marked for deco-
ration or promotion. I was never able to console myself for
this check, and it put the finishing stroke to our dislike of
Exelmans. He got off with a reprimand from General
Sebastiani and the Emperor, to whom he had been recom-
mended by his friendship with Murat. Old General Saint-
Germain, a former colonel of the 23rd Chasseurs, and
indeed the man who had made the regiment, for which he
had preserved a great regard, said Qjpenly that Exelinans
deserved an exemplary punishment. A. quarrel ensued, and
they would have come to blows had not the Emperor person-
ally intervened. Major Lacour, whose bad management had
so largely contributed to the disaster, lost my confidence from
that day forth.he stream, and, as soon
